Epiphany IV, 2012
9.00am service: 3-minute Sermon.
I am often asked: what’s the best thing to do about baptism for children?:

· Should they be baptised as babies?  
· Should we leave it until they’re old enough to make their own affirmation of faith?  
Interestingly, in the New Testament there is no one model of baptism that we could say is the norm:  
· In the household of Cornelius, he and his whole family was baptised together.  This would have included young children as well as servants and slaves.  
· Yet the apostle Paul was baptised very much as an adult, following conversion and instruction in the faith.

· John the Baptist baptised adults who were immersed in the waters of the river Jordan.  Jesus himself received this baptism.  
· Yet when Phillip met the Ethiopian on the road from Jerusalem to Gaza, he baptised him with only very minimal instruction in the nearest pool of water deep enough to be immersed in.  
Clearly in the early Church there was a variety of ways to approach baptism.  

Clearly though baptism confers three sacramental signs, or mysteries, whether the person coming for baptism is a baby or an elder:

· Firstly the baptised person becomes part of the family of God through Christ.  This is more than just joining a club.  The baptised person is incorporated into Christ;   bonded heart and mind to Christ.  Naturally this reality should change lives. 
· The second is that the baptised are forgiven their sins.  In the case of babies this is not for sins already committed as this would be a nonsense, but for the human condition of sinfulness that affects all of us at some time.  And this is not to say that we should sin and sin again because we know we’re forgiven.  Clearly our lives should reflect the reality of our baptism.

· Thirdly, baptism involves the precious gift of the Holy Spirit, to develop good Christian character.
These three mysteries are “baptism in a nutshell,”  except of course that nothing that belongs to God belongs in a “nutshell.”  Baptism isn’t conferred by the church.  It is the sign and seal of God’s love for us, and is conferred by God.  It’s awesome and we should not enter into it lightly.   
We are very fortunate today to have two people being baptised who are at very different stages in their lives.  Poppy and Singyen you are about to receive the most precious of gifts; the ability to say with confidence that you belong to Christ, and to know and to trust that the Holy Spirit will work always to draw you closer to God.  This is a mystery, whose basic impulse is the overwhelming love of God.   
Amen.
The Rev’d Dr Cathy Thomson
