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EPIPHANY 3 YEAR B
Christ Church St Lucia
“Follow me and I will make you fish for people” (Mk 1:17)
Jesus was talking to experienced fisherman and he was obviously drawing a parallel between catching fish and catching people.  What did Jesus actually mean when he told the disciples that he would teach them to catch fish?
There was a time when our missionary forebears ‘baited’ people with offers of education, health care and food with a view to converting them to the ‘true faith’, outside which there was no hope of salvation.  In Sri Lanka we called those people ‘rice Christians’. Some fundamentalist groups still bait people with offers of miracle cures, economic success and a free entry through the pearly gates.
If our Lord’s invitation to Simon & Andrew applies to us his disciples of the 21st C, what does it mean to you and me to ‘catch people’ and how do we go about it?  Here are some quick ‘dot points’:
·  I believe the invitation to ‘catch people’ was an invitation to share our faith; to bear witness to it amongst those whom we live and move and have our being.  We do not have to travel to distant lands afar;
· This task of faith sharing is the task of every baptized person: not the job of specialist missionaries, evangelists or preachers;
·  As Christians we cannot claim monopoly of the truth or the high moral ground.  Today in some parts of North America Buddhists & Islamists out-number Episcopalians/Anglicans;
· We Christians are among the perpetrators and victims of all evils, injustices, cruelties, exploitation and devastation the world has known.  This should convince us “that if God is merciful, the range of his mercy will not be bounded by our distinctions.  If he is merciful to any, he will be merciful to all;
(Runcie, ‘One Light to the World)
· The goal of faith sharing is therefore not conversion but dialogue with people of other faiths and no faith: dialogue in a spirit of mutual respect and as fellow travelers on a journey of discovery of fuller and richer truths.  It is not about saving souls but finding wholeness.  ‘More flies are caught with sugar than vinegar’;
· The sharing is not primarily about explaining this or that scripture passage or Christian dogma; it is not primarily about having a convincing argument or winning a debate, rather it is about sharing a way of living, an experience of what it means to journey with Jesus as our companion. We are reminded that early Christians were called ‘people of the Way’.
Someone once told a preacher, “I am unable to hear what you are saying because of the life you are living”.  Gandhi, the great non-violent revolutionary once said to Lord Mountbatten, “If only you Christians were a bit more like your Jesus”;
· In our sharing we must be bold and courageous in standing up and being counted; in taking a stance that is different, to move against the tide, to risk being unpopular, make sacrifices and even face rejection and pain. However, this we are called to do in a spirit of humility, sensitivity and respect for those with whom we disagree.
If God is merciful to me, he will also be merciful to all who do not share my faith.
                    This is my song, O God of all religions

                    A song of peace for religions afar and mine

                    This is my home, the religion where my heart is;

                    Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;

                    But other hearts in other religions are beating

                    with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

                     (Source unknown)
“Go in peace to ‘catch people’”                                   AMEN.
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