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It seems there were angels everywhere…

The particular one we heard mention of in our readings said to the shepherds:

· Do not be afraid.

· I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people.
· A savior is born to you who is the Messiah.
· This will be a sign for you: you will find a child lying in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.
Given that birth is a daily occurrence in our world, what kind of a sign is a new-born child, and how could such a sign warrant such an attendance of celestial beings?

· The birth of any child is a time of great excitement, of course, but also great relief as mother and baby are found to be well.  
· The birth of a child is the sign of the fulfilment of God's promise.

· The birth of a child means that a new person, a new being, has been formed, and occupies space in this world.  
· The birth of a child is the sign of the mystery of life.

· The birth of a child draws out of us our strong protective feelings as we become aware of the tinyness and fragility of the new-born.  
· The birth of a child is the sign of God's marvellous creativity.

· The birth of a child represents a commitment to the future and to life.

· The birth of a child is the sign of meaning and hope. 

The birth of Jesus as a baby in a stable in Bethlehem 2000 years ago is a sign of all these things: fulfilment of God's promises, mystery, God's creativity, and hope, just by virtue of Jesus being a baby like any baby.  However, in the case of Jesus's birth all these ordinary joys and hopes are caught up with prophecy, story, human and personal experience and the direct action of God.  And together all these elements create a heightened expectation that this tiny child, Jesus , from Nazareth is the Messiah of the Jewish nation, the one who would save and liberate them from all that oppressed them.

So, yes, the stirring into life of celestial beings in and around the Roman tetrarchy of Palestine might be seen to have been appropriate after all.  
· An angel visits Zechariah, and says that his wife Elizabeth, long barren, will conceive a child

· Zechariah is mysteriously struck dumb when he fails to believe the angel, only to have his speech restored when he indicates that the child will be called John as the angel had instructed.

· An angel visits Mary to tell her God has chosen her to bear a child of the Holy Spirit into the world

· An angel visits Joseph to reassure him that marrying Mary is the right course of action.

· And an angel stood before the humble shepherds in the field, and as if that wasn’t emphatic enough, suddenly the whole sky lit up with the angel’s cronies the whole heavenly host, praising God and giving glory to the Christ Child.

So, if the birth of any new baby is a sign of hope and joy, the birth of Christ was a sign of the coming of God's liberating power to the Jewish nation, and through this nation to the whole world.

The birth of Christ is still capable of being a sign for us today; a sign that  new life can be celebrated, and that God can make all things new.  As we draw close to this event and its wonderment we know that  
· Those parts of our lives that are tired can be rejuvenated;
· Those parts of our lives that are dark, can be lightened;
· Those parts of our lives that are sinful can be cleansed;
· Those parts of our lives that are hurt can be healed;
· Those parts of our lives that are cynical can be given hope;
· Those parts of our lives that are bound up in fear, can be reassured;
· Those parts of our lives that are in bondage can be liberated…
We have come here this evening in some senses still searching for this child today, just like the shepherds of ancient times.  Let us spend some time this Christmas truly worshipping the God who is present in this child, and where our lives are troubled, let us bring them for release and healing.

And let's recognise that this child is above all a sign that God is committed to us human beings.  This God is with us and will remain with us.  The only thing that explains this phenomenon is love. 
The angel still says "Do not be afraid."   The angel still says "rejoice."  Let us carry that joy and reassurance with us;  a gift direct from our most loving God this Christmas morning.

Amen
