May the words of my lips and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable in your sight OLord our God and redeemer. Amen
1. I was a Japanese teacher before I answer God's call on my life. In Japan one of the major festivals of the year is obon it is a festival where the people believe the souls of their ancestors return to visit, it goes for a week and they leave a light on and food out on an alter for their ancestors. At the end of the week they go to a river and place lanterns on the river to guide the souls back to the spirit world.
2. I think some people in society believe that the remembrance of All Souls has a similar belief and with the development of Hollow eve into Halloween it wouldn't be surprising.
3. The facts are that All Souls can be traced back to the early church when it was believed that those who had undealt with sin would spend time in middle zone which can be referred to as purgatory before entering heaven.
4. The tradition arose that on the 2 Nov people would pray for their loved ones to be freed from purgatory and entered into heaven.
5. I think the meaning for All Souls has changed over the years and I don't know about you, but I don't believe in a purgatory. So tonight is not about praying for them to be released instead I see tonight about remembering and praying for the souls of those we love and remember all the saints throughout time who have shed this mortal form and entered into their immortal relationship with God.
6. This is what we hope, this is what we should believe. It is not easy though look at Job in this section of the book of Job Job is defining human existence the limitation of mortality "But mortals die, and are laid low; humans expire, and where are they?" Where are they?
7. The unanswered question. He also asks the question "If mortals die, will they live again?"
8. This section leaves no clear answer just the statement, "All the days of my service I would wait until my release comes."
9. Job raises the question and in the reading from the gospel of John we have a response. Jesus leaves his listeners in no doubt about what awaits them, "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life....
10. This is the promise, the certainty that Jesus left his followers, a promise they proclaimed in the face of persecution and death, why, because what they knew in their hearts about life after death gave them a confidence to face death. 
11. That word death which for many chimes the end of life, that word death which tells of lose and separation, that word death which brings grief and pain. 
12. But this perspective is one that looks at life from the questions of Job because for those who would embrace the words in John's gospel that word death is but the movement of mortal life to eternal life, it is the entering into paradise and peace, it is the reuniting of all who rejoice in God Creator , Redeemer and Sanctifier.
13. Tonight our prayers are ones of remembrance, they are a rejoicing for what God has promised and done, it is a thanksgiving to God for our loved ones and the souls of all the saints who are raise and to a God who awaits for us to be reunited with All Souls eternally. Amen
